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ST. MATTHEW 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS 

 

 

ACTS 
 
See Pastor’s 
message on 
page 2 about a 
love that has 
neither a be-
ginning nor 
end.  
 

HOLY 
WEEK 
 

As Holy Week 
approaches 
see page 4 for 
a list of upcom-
ing events as 
we revisit the 
great story of 
God’s love.  

 

GOOD 
NEWS 
 

Everyone loves 
good news!  
Let’s share 
happy times.  
See page 9 for 
details! 

 
  
We believe that everyone is 

a child of God, and we wel-

come all to join our table for 

worship and fellowship.  The 

love of Jesus commands 

that we provide amazing 

hospitality to everyone re-

gardless of color, age, mari-

tal status, citizenship, ability, 

sexual orientation, and gen-

der identity. 

With Divine Friendship, we 

receive the gifts of all peo-

ple as members and leaders 

in our community in whatev-

er role or vocation God as-

signs them. 

    
   
With Divine Love, we stand 

as friends, allies, and sup-

porters of all whom the 

world has marginalized or 

oppressed.  I am a friend of 

God, He calls me friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
ababababab 

  
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 am 

Address: 1725 S 60th St. 
Omaha , NE 68106-2149 

Phone: 402-556-7030 

Email: office@smlutheran.com 

THE ACTS���of God’s People 
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a ACTS – Pastor Glen 
 
In human culture, the ring is a symbol of love because it has neither an ending 
nor beginning. It is a metaphor for the promise of love - that it exists before we 
seek it and remains long after we have given up on it. 
 
As we come to the end of our Lenten journey, we gather around the story of a 
love which has neither a beginning nor ending. That's good for us; because 
we are so bad at both. 
 
We are terrible at endings, although we are obsessed with them. Our hearts 
are full of grief for all that used to be, for all those whom we have loved and 
lost, for all the treasured memories that we  cannot  recreate, for a vision of a 
past that does not exist any longer and will never be again. We are terrible at 
saying goodbye and so we never do. In that way, we are constantly prisoners 
of a past which will not let us go. 
 
But we need endings. Amidst all that we wish we could keep forever, there is 
much that must end. Past mistakes become lifetime habits, old grudges 
destroy relationships and tear communities apart. The cross is the death with 
all that is broken in us and in our world, and there are so many things that 
need to die on a cross. Old prejudices need to die on a cross. Old rivalries and 
old corruptions need to die on a cross. Old addictions and old grievances need 
to die on a cross. Old guilts and old shames need to die on a cross. Old sins 
need to die on a cross. 
 
Because if they do not, there can be no new beginnings. 
 
Not that we are so much better at new beginnings. Beginnings are frightening 
because they point to a future we cannot see or control. It is no wonder that 
the women ran from  the  empty  tomb  in  fear.   How  could  they  possibly 
have known what it meant or what it pretended? For the most part we are “put 
your toe in the water to test it first” people. We are hesitant about what is 
uncertain, and all new beginnings are always wrapped in uncertainty. 
 
That fear of course is the enemy of real growth. Without new beginnings we 
are the  same  old sinners living  the  same old sinful lives, day after day, year 
after year. We cannot win: we are stuck in a past that is destroying  us and we 
are unable to move toward a future that might  save  us. 
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�  CHURCH STAFF 
 

 Pastor ~ Glen Thomas 

Music Director ~ Ric Swanson 
Organist ~ Kim Hansen 

JuBELLation Ringers Director ~ Ginger Britt 
Office Administrator ~ Lena Johnson 

Custodian ~ Jack Wiese 
 
 

�  CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 
 
OFFICE HOURS ~ 0RQGD\�WKURXJK�)ULGD\�������DP�WR������SP�� 

3OHDVH�FDOO�EHIRUH�FRPLQJ�WR�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�DVVLVW�\RX�DV�

QHHGHG���,I�QR�RQH�LV�DYDLODEOH��OHDYH�D�PHVVDJH�DQG�ZH�ZLOO�FDOO�\RX�EDFN�DV�

VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH� 
 

CALENDAR ~ All events, activities or meetings planned to be held at St. 

Matthew need to be placed on the church calendar.  To schedule an event, 

activity or meeting call the church office, and speak to our new Office 

Administrator, Lena Johnson.  She will be happy to assist you! 
 

WEEKLY BULLETIN ~ $OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�DQQRXQFHPHQWV�QHHG�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�

FKXUFK�RIILFH�E\�:HGQHVGD\�DW�QRRQ� 
 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ~ $OO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�PRQWKO\�QHZVOHWWHU��³7KH�

$FWV´��LV�GXH�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�RIILFH�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�HDFK�PRQWK��� 
 

PAPER RECYCLING ~ :H�UHF\FOH�FKXUFK�EXOOHWLQV�DQG�RWKHU�SULQWHG�LWHPV�

RQFH�QR�ORQJHU�QHHGHG��<RX�PD\�OHDYH�\RXU�6XQGD\�EXOOHWLQ�LQ�WKH�ER[�RQ�

WKH�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�QDUWKH[�ZKHQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�LV�RYHU�� 
 

6W��0DWWKHZ�(YDQJHOLFDO�/XWKHUDQ�&KXUFK 
�����6����WK�6WUHHW 

2PDKD��1HEUDVND������-���� 
���-���-���� 
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As part of St. Matthew’s participation in the Nebraska Synod Congregational 
Vitality Initiative, the team interviewed members of the congregation as part of 
getting a sense of “who we are” as a church. We are still collecting data; these 
are the key takeaways from what we have heard so far in our internal inter-
views (January 2022): 
 
· Weak congregational identity: Most respondents were unsure or didn’t know 

our church’s vocation. 
 
· Low energy: Words used to describe the congregation: stale, tired, low ener-

gy, lacking creativity 
 
· Need to grow the congregation: This was mentioned in every interview. 
 
· Youth ministry has declined and needs to be strengthened: Responses spe-

cifically mentioned having a paid staff member and a preschool. Many listed 
vibrant, thriving youth ministry as the ‘most alive’ time in our church. 

 
· We currently have a leadership void: Much concern over the lack of identi-

fied leaders in the church and who will step up to move things forward and 
the impact of covid and health concerns on the pastor and his long-term 
ability to continue full time in his role. 

 
· Need to be open to doing things differently and radial change: Respondents 

recognize the need to try different approaches, even if difficult. 
 
· We have hope for the future! Congregants truly care about our church and 

want to see it continue to serve God and our neighbors. 
 
To learn more about the Vitality Initiative, go to the St. Matthew web page, 
www.smlutheran.com, and look under the “About Us” tab. 
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We are desperate for answers to this unanswerable question. We need a dif-
ferent journey to travel. We need a better story. Which is why we tell this story 
every year at this time, and by the grace of God every day in our own lives.  
 
We experience the events of Holy Week in a linear fashion: the Triumphal En-
try, the Last Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Crucifixion, the Resur-
rection. We are, after all, creatures locked in time. We measure life from one 
moment to the next. We add up our days like an accountant, grasping for a 
grand total of pluses and minuses that we believe will bring us to some grand 
summation. That's why we miss out on the gift of love which is the passion of 
our Savior. 
 
This is a story which has neither beginning nor end. Because this is the story 
of love. 
 
Yes, the grace of God is an ending. It is the end of all that is wrong and bro-
ken and self-centered about us. It is the wiping clean of all about us that keeps 
us from the Kingdom of God. But God's grace, like the Easter dawn, is the rise 
of something new. It is the dawn of a new day, and unforeseen day, of poten-
tial and possibility, of life and light. The cross is not an arbitrary ending, but a 
purposeful transition to something not just greater but completely different. 
 
But the true gift of the love of God is that it exposes both endings and begin-
nings as the frauds they are. The life of faith is lived in the trust and hope that 
we are defined by neither. We are not what we have been. We have yet to 
fully become what we will be. And in the intersection of beginnings and end-
ings is a moment that we call life. This is where we abide. This is where we 
must remain. The past is gone, and only God can write the future. Instead we 
are called as followers of 
 
Jesus to let go of both. We are called to put to death our past and to put into 
God's hands our future, so that we might be fully present in the world which 
we are called to serve. 
 
Our uneasy relationship with beginnings and endings only brings us anxiety, 
frustration, and misery. Now we come to remember again the story of love that 
is neither, a story that defines us, that frees us, that creates this moment in 
which we live every day. 
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a EASTER LILLIES 
 
ADD BEAUTY TO OUR EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES by donating 
Easter Lily Plants, which you may take home with you following the 9:30 
a.m. service on Easter Sunday. Complete the information on the enclosed 
form, and place it in the offering plate or turn it into the church office no 
later than Sunday, April 10th.  The cost this year is $15 each.   

a HOLY WEEK 
 
HOLY WEEK is the time every year when we revisit the great story of God's 
love in the crucifixion and resurrection of our savior Jesus Christ. We come 
not merely to hear the story but to put ourselves in the middle of it, that it 
might define our lives, show us our path, and light our future. These worship 
services are the core of our faith, and everything we do is but a replaying of 
these important days. 
 

Sunday, April 10 – 9:30 am worship. Palm Sunday. Join us for a 
special brunch after church as we wish Brent Thomsen and Andrew 
Rouillard Godspeed and Farewell. 

Thursday, April 14 – 6:30 pm worship. Maundy Thursday. We observe 
the Last Supper. Holy Communion will be served at the altar rail for 
all who desire it. 

Friday, April 15 – 6:30 pm worship. Our shared Good Friday 
observance with our Metro Lutheran family congregations will be held 
this year at Trinity Lutheran Church, 6340 N 30th Street. 

Sunday, April 17 – 9:30 am worship. The Festival of Easter comes with 
a new hope for life! 

a EASTER EGG HUNT 
 
The Easter Egg Hunt for kids is scheduled for 
April 17th, immediately following the 9:30 am 
service meet on the front lawn. Bags will be 
provided, or feel free to bring your own Easter 
basket/bag.  See you there! 

ttttttttttttttt 

ttttttttttttttt 
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a SOCK SUNDAY 
 

In co-operation with NSWO Women of the ELCA Saved to Serve 
Opportunity Retreat with Magdalene/Omaha, we are gathering 
socks for women and children in need.  We are also in need of 
plain T-shirts, sizes Large to XXX.  Please leave your donations 
in the marked box located in the narthex.  
 
Thank you all for your kindness & generosity! 

a SHARE GOOD NEWS 
 
Is it your birthday this month? Do 

you have something to share or cel-
ebrate this month? Please let us 

know! Everyone loves good news, 
so let’s share photos and stories 

with one another! If you have a cel-
ebration story or photos you wish to 

share, send them our way! 

a LUTHERAN WOMEN OF OMAHA MEETING 
 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
    12:00 noon  

 
 

Place: Augustana Lutheran Church, 3847 Lafayette 
Cost: $7.00  Lunch provided 

Program: Hannah Wyble:  Restoring Dignity 
Free Will Offering: Restoring Dignity 

 
Reservations to Mardelle Gocek - (402) 292-1328 

by Sunday, April 10, 2022  
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a SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT 
 
ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIPS are available for St. Matthew members 
studying at any post-secondary educational institution. The amount of the 
scholarship may be up to $500, depending on number of applicants and avail-
able funds, and may be renewed for up to four years of post-secondary edu-
cation. Applications are available from Pastor Glen (or the church office), and 
they are due by May 31st. 

a FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

April’s financial report will be included in our May issue. 

a LENT VESPERS 
 

Worship: 6:30 pm, Wednesdays  

 

Join us on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm for 
Vespers and take a few moments each week for 
prayer and reflection. Services will be in-person 
and livestream. Stay for a time of fellowship fol-
lowing worship. 
 
The season of Lent grounds us in a time in the 
wilderness. In Lent, we wander with our ances-
tors, longing for new life in a land of promise and 
opportunity. We are reminded of our dependence 
on God and the many ways that sin separates us 
from one another, from God and from the future 
we are promised. Yet we are reminded that, even 

as we journey toward that promised ending, we are not alone. We cling to 
God’s promise: “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the de-
sert” (Isaiah 43:19). 
 
Through the Lenten season, we will reflect on the ways God’s promise sus-
tains and challenges us and our church. We will search for signs of God at 
work in our world, making a way in the wilderness still.  
Join us Wednesday evening April 6th at 6:30 pm for Vespers and take a few 
moments this week for prayer and reflection. The service will be in-person 
and livestream, and stay for a few minutes of fellowship following. 
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a APRIL 2022 WORSHIP SERVANTS 
 
READINGS WILL BE EMAILED on Mondays (please contact the church 
office if you do not receive them).  Communion Assistants’ duties are 
temporarily suspended during the Omicron surge. They will continue when 
the surge has subsided. If you cannot make your scheduled service, please 
attempt to find a substitute, and contact the church office if you cannot.  
Bless you for your faithful service!   
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a  COUNCIL OFFICERS ELECTED� 

The Congregational Annual Council Meeting  was held March 15th, and 
our new church council was elected. Please join us as we welcome the 
incoming church council members for 2022: 

PRESIDENT: Scott Albright 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Brett Fuller 

SECRETARY: Linda Hill 

TREASURER: Sue Ties 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Margie Magnuson 

AT LARGE: Dave Sherwin 
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