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 Lenten Worship on Wednesday Nights
 Church Clean Up Day: April 8
 Palm Sunday Worship Cantata: April 9

~March 2017~

 Pastor Glen
On the campus of Luther Seminary in St. Paul Minnesota

stands a log structure known as Old Muskego, believed to be
the first church building built by Norwegian immigrants in the United
States. It was built in 1844 near Wind Lake, Wisconsin, and dedicated on
Palm Sunday, March 13, 1845. It was used by the congregation for worship
for 25 years, until a new church was built.
In 1904, the building was rediscovered, dismantled, and moved to the
Seminary campus, where it was reconstructed and restored. It is now listed
on the National Register of Historical places, and is used on the campus for
special worship gatherings and occasional weddings.
But in the intervening years, the building was abandoned and used for
various purposes, including, on one occasion, a pig sty.
You may find those last words troubling.
They don’t bring me much joy either. I would hate to think of any of the
churches that I have been a part of used for any other purpose, much less for
housing animals. Churches are sacred places. We call our worship space
the “sanctuary,” from the latin sanctuarium, meaning a case for keeping holy
things (holy people?). We call it the house of God, the most sacred place of
all. We build churches to be great monuments to the faith, impressive
objects of art that lend importance and permanence to our mission.
And then we keep the sacredness there.
That is our downfall. As the church building becomes more sacred, an
object of worship unto itself, it becomes an end in itself, a barrier to faith
rather than an instrument of grace. In the same way that we idolize the
words of the Bible or our doctrine or our tradition or our history, we become
imprisoned in this false definition of church, and the very creation of our
faith becomes our prison. Because, of course, we are wrong.
The building is not the church. We are.
You know that. We all know that. So why don’t we live like that?
When we believe that the building is the church, we treat it with respect and
care. We attend to its maintenance, we invest in its well-being, we adorn it
with our greatest treasures. But what if the church is not a building? What
~ Continue On Next Page
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 Pastor continued
if the church is you and me? Do we attend to it with the same
level of care and hope?
I worry about that. Tending to the sacred space that is ourselves, doing the
work of upkeep and occasional renovation is every bit as hard at taking care
of a church building. And just as expensive! And certainly just as hard.
But if each of us is the church, if the mission of God depends on how we
take care of our faith, then there is no escape for the question: what kind of
shape are we in? And are we doing enough to really take care of it?
In the same way that a building will not long survive without regular
maintenance, upkeep and care, so too we quickly crumble into ruins if we
forsake regular care of the precious gift of faith. Martin Luther knew this.
He saw the church of his day attend to its buildings and institutions and
doctrines but neglect of the people. There was no real investment in prayer,
in the study of God’s word and in the care of the neighbor. The church
thought it had a strong structure. It fell apart, because it did not have strong
people.

Pastor Glen

 Midweek Vespers
~Time set apart for Prayer and Meditation~
Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m.
March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5, 2017

The health of the church depends on the health of its people’s faith. We

cannot fulfill God’s mission here if we neglect the practices that grow our
faith. One important practice is prayer. We must regularly spend time in
this sacred communion, opening ourselves up to experience the presence of
Christ, silencing the noise of our daily lives so that we can be mindful of the
Spirit that is the gift of our baptism.
During our midweek worship time this Lent, we will create a time of
Centering Prayer. Using a simple melodic chant, we will seek to step aside
from our self-centeredness and become centered instead on our spiritual
calling. In the quiet of our evening prayer, we pray that God will fill us
with strength and hope as we prepare to go into the world as Easter people.
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 Lenten Theme
This year in Lent, our theme will be We Are Church. We will

focus on the aspects of church described in the Apostle’s Creed – we
are One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic – in hopes that it will inform the way
that we live as the church in our daily lives. Then as we come together in
our mid-week gatherings, we will do what the church does: we will pray.
Because when we pray, we are not just empty places, pig sties, but holy
space, sacred space, fit for the Holy Spirit itself. When we pray, we are
church.
Amen – may it be so.
Week One: We Are Church
The English word “church” comes to us from the Germanic “kirche,” which
referred originally to things “belonging to the house of the Lord.” The
Greek word often translated as “church” in the NRSV and other English
translations, however, is ecclesia, a word which refers to a gathering or an
assembly of people, and is related to the verb meaning “to be called.” Both
of these meanings inform our English word, but one has tended to take
prominence: the “church” as “place” or “building.” In response to that
trend, it is critical for us to place emphasis on the “Biblical” origins of this
phrase, and to think of the church primarily as an assembly of people.
Week Two: We Are One
In a world of increasing polarization both within and outside of the church,
we confess with Christians throughout the centuries that we are one in
Christ. This unity has not always been evident because of the visible
divisions among Christians, but it nonetheless exists. Unity does not equal
uniformity, and is not, in the end, established by us though we can work to
make visible the unity we already share in Christ.
Week Three: We Are Holy
We believe that God has made us holy in Christ by the power of the Spirit.
This does not mean, of course, that we never err as believers or as the
church, but that we are regarded by God as holy for the sake of Christ, and
that this knowledge frees us from the power of sin and the fear of the Law
so that we can live for others. “Sinlessness” isn’t the whole story, however.
“Holiness” also has to do with being set apart, with being called to a
particular set of tasks or being used for a particular purpose. In this sense,
we are decidedly a holy people.
Continue on Next Page
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 Lenten Theme cont.
Week Four: We Are Catholic
We are catholic because we belong to the whole church, and
because we confess that the gospel of Jesus Christ is a universal message.
When we say, “all are welcome,” we are making a statement about the
catholicity of our congregations and of the gospel itself: that the gospel we
proclaim is for everyone, and that all are invited to be part of the one
church that exists in unity with Christ across the world. In a time when we
are divided by so many things, this confession of the catholicity of the
church represents both a promise and a challenge – a promise that God’s
word is truly for everyone, and a challenge to make our communities
places where all people can be themselves and find fellowship with one
another and communion with the one Lord of creation.
Week Five: We Are Apostolic
We believe and confess that our teaching and preaching is a continuation
of the preaching and teaching of those first twelve apostles themselves. We
have received from them the testimony concerning Jesus, the sacraments of
Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, the liturgy, prayers, and teaching, all
aspects of our life together that transcend time and connect us with those
saints who have gone before us. On the other hand, we also teach that the
church is apostolic because we, like those first twelve apostles, are a “sent”
people. We are given the task of proclaiming the good news of Jesus to all
the world, baptizing, making disciples, and teaching.

 Lenten “Service” Project
~The Purse Project: A Different Kind of Lenten “Service”~

Last year, WELCA and the entire St. Matthew congregation collected

shoes and “Walked in Jesus’ Shoes” for Lent. Here is another opportunity
to clean a closet or shop a sale. This year we are asking for donations of
new or gently used purses, and some personal care items to fill them. This
would include such items as combs, individual tissue packages, hand
lotion, nail files, small notebooks and pens, lip balm, safety pins, mints,
purse-size mirrors, and mini prayer shawls. They will be donated to
Homeless Shelters.

There is a box in the narthex for your donations. Thank You in advance.
Questions? See Barb Englund or Mary Peters
Donate a new or gently used purse: Help make a Bold Woman!
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 Wednesday Nights
~Our Lenten Journey~
Wednesday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
All are invited.
Come every Wednesday evening to be fed in body and
spirit for your life's journey. Supper begins at 5:30 p.m.
and includes a time of devotion and prayer.
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Supper Served in the Fellowship Hall
Free-will offering for the meal.
6:00 p.m.
Festival Choir
7:00 p.m.
Lenten Worship
7:30 p.m.
JuBELLation Ringers
Praise Team
No Supper Served on Ash Wednesday, March 1.

 Easter Lilies
ADD beauty to our Easter Worship Services by donating Easter Lily
Plants which you may take home with you following the 10:30
a.m. service on Easter Sunday. Complete the information below,
include your payment and place in the offering plate or turn into
the church office by Sunday, April 9.
I would like to order _____ Easter Lily Plant/s at $10.00 each.
___ In memory of

or

___ In honor of

________________________________________________________
Given by:________________________________________
March 2017
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 Worship Donations & Volunteers
~March 2017~
DATE
3/5

8:30 SERVICE

10:30 SERVICE

LECTOR - Michael Waits

PRAISE TEAM

VIDEO TECH - Michelle Keebler
ACOLYTE - Rachel Bazer
USHERS - John Gormley, Darwin & Phyllis
Preuss

VIDEO TECH - Andrew Rouillard
ACOLYTE - Max Carter
USHERS - Dave Sherwin & T Sramek

3/12

LECTOR - Roger Zeeb
COMMUNION ASSISTANT - Roger Zeeb
VIDEO TECH - Curt Losee
ACOLYTE - Shane Waits
USHERS - Michael Lisko, Marlys Hanson,
and Lucy Younie

PRAISE TEAM
COMMUNION ASSISTANT - Mary Pat Moeller
VIDEO TECH - Jim Moeller
ACOLYTE - Audrey Schell
USHERS - Richard Hollenbeck and Judy
Miller

3/19

LECTOR - Chris Chubb

PRAISE TEAM

VIDEO TECH - Deanna Hansen
ACOLYTE - Rachel Bazer
USHERS - Curt Englund, Randy Cramer and
Barb Englund

VIDEO TECH - Madison Carter
ACOLYTE - Max Carter
USHERS - John Hollenbeck and Nathan
Houfek

3/26

LECTOR - Linda Hill
COMMUNION ASSISTANT - Curt Losee
VIDEO TECH - Kent Ties
ACOLYTE - Shane Waits
USHERS - Charles Cole, Dennis and Margie
Magnuson

PRAISE TEAM
COMMUNION ASSISTANT - Nathan Houfek
VIDEO TECH - Orestes Cooper
ACOLYTE - Audrey Schell
USHERS - Andrew Rouillard and
Jim Moeller

DATE

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

3/5
3/12
3/19
3/26

Pat Mandel
Lorie Thomas
Terri Yeoman
Kathy Hayek & Melissa

Dennis & Margie Magnuson Donald Thomsen (3/3)
Bobbi Smith (3/10)
Beverly Deen
Fritz Rokahr (3/17)
Rogene Foy (3/24)

ALTAR FLOWERS DELIVERY

SANCTUARY CANDLES: Gloria Eriksen
ALTAR GUILD: Kim Hansen and Curt Losee

 Sympathy To
THE Urbach family and friends mourning the death
of Shirley Urbach on Thursday, February 16, 2017. Shirley’s
funeral service was held on Tuesday, February 21 at
Westlawn Hillcrest Chapel.
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St. Matthew Evangeli

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Remember in
prayer the
family listed at
the bottom
of each day’s
schedule.

5 WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
8:30 AM and 10:30 AM
9:30 am Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 am Book Club
9:30 am Sunday School

W
1

9:30 am

Ash

Noon &

No Su

6:00 pm Fe
8:00 pm Ch
Ministry Tea
Curt Englun

6

7

Monday Morning Men
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tanzanian Treasures

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Sewing for Babies

8

9:30 a

Le

6:00 pm Worship Ministry
Team Meeting
6:30 pm Stephen Ministry

5:30-6:30 p
6:00 pm Fe
7:00 pm Wo
7:30 pm Ju
Pra

Carrie Conley

Charles Coles

Christine Chubb

Carolyn Ca

12 WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

13

14

15

8:30 AM and 10:30 AM
9:30 am Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 am Blood Pressure Checks
9:30 am Sunday School

9:30 a

Le

Monday Morning Men
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tanzanian Treasures

2:00 pm Su
5:30-6:30 p
6:00 pm Fe
7:00 pm Wo
7:30 pm Ju
Pra

Daylight-Saving
Time Begins
Pauline Burke

Ginger Britt

Catherine Beener

Ken Bazers

19 WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

20 First Day of Spring

21

22

9:30 am Synod Chrism
Mass @ St. Matthew

Janet Andersons

Newsletter Deadline:
All Articles Due in the
Office Today
Monday Morning Men
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tanzanian Treasures
7:00 pm Congregation
Council Meeting
Scott Albrights

Jack Zich

Roger Zeeb

26 WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

27

28

29

8:30 AM and 10:30 AM
9:15 am Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School

8:30 AM and 10:30 AM
9:15 am Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Book Club

Michael Waits’

Le

5:30-6:30 p
6:00 pm Fe
7:00 pm Wo
7:30 pm Ju
Pra

9:30 a

Le

Monday Morning Men
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Tanzanian Treasures
7:00 pm Phoebe Circle

Jim Weltzs

9:30 a

Dorothy Vosberg

5:30-6:30 p
6:00 pm Fe
7:00 pm Wo
7:30 pm Ju
Pra

Marjorie Va
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2
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SATURDAY

3

4

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Sewing for Babies

upper Served Tonight.

estival Choir
hildren & Youth
am Meeting
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Nancy Ehlers’

Mark Davis

Randy Cramers

am Wednesday Women

9

10

11

enten Night

pm Lenten Supper Served
estival Choir
orship Service
uBELLation Bells &
aise Team

8:30 am Jochebed Circle
1:30 pm Adult Study

asteel

Melissa Carters

Ron Carpenter

Lois Callahan

am Wednesday Women

16

17

18

enten Night

un Rise Group
pm Lenten Supper Served
estival Choir
orship Service
uBELLation Bells &
aise Team

s

am Wednesday Women

10:00 am Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry
1:30 pm Adult Study

Jacob Bazers

Joel Babbs

Mary Andersons

23

24

25

enten Night

pm Lenten Supper Served
estival Choir
orship Service
uBELLation Bells &
aise Team

9:00 am Confirmation
Retreat @ St. Matthew
9:30 am Deborah Circle
1:30 pm Adult Study
4:00 pm SALT Activity

bs

Lucy Younies

Jack Wieses

am Wednesday Women

30

31

enten Night

pm Lenten Supper Served
estival Choir
orship Service
uBELLation Bells &
aise Team

aculik

1:30 pm Adult Study

Ron Urbachs

Lynn Toman

Josh Weltzs

 Church Staff
Pastor ~ Glen Thomas
Minister to Children & Youth ~ Janet Anderson
Secretary ~ Veda Keebler
Custodian ~ Jack Wiese
Music Director ~ Ric Swanson
Organist ~ Kim Hansen
JuBELLation Ringers Director ~ Ginger Britt

 Church Council
Glen Thomas ~ Pastor
Scott Albright ~ President
Andrew Rouillard ~ Vice President
Jenny Fuller ~ Secretary
Margie Magnuson ~ Financial Sec.
Laura Pribyl ~ Treasurer

Cindy Gengel ~ Community Care
Ryan Keebler ~ Faith Formation
Teri Lisko ~ Hospitality
Curt Losee ~ Property
Carl Peters ~ Property
Randy Cramer ~ Worship & Music

 Church Office Information

OFFICE HOURS ~ Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Occasionally staff will not be in the office during these times; therefore,
please call before coming to make sure we are available to assist you as
needed. If no one is available, leave a message on the answering machine and
we will call you back as soon as possible.

CALENDAR ~ All events, activities or meetings planned to be held at St.
Matthew need to be placed on the church calendar. To schedule an event,
activity or meeting call the church office and speak with Veda.

WEEKLY BULLETIN ~ All information for announcements need to be in the
church office by Wednesday at noon.

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER ~ All information for the monthly newsletter “The
Acts” is due in the church office on the second or third Monday of each
month. Specific date listed on the monthly newsletter calendar page.

PAPER RECYCLING ~ We collect all office related paper items, catalogs, and
books for recycling. Cardboard products are not included in this recycling
program. The recycling waste containers are located in the secretary’s office.
March 2017
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 Women of the ELCA
~Bible Study Groups~
Deborah Circle
Saturday, March 25, 2017 @ 9:30 a.m.
Study Leader: Charlotte Jensen

Hostess: Charlotte Jensen

Jochebed Circle
Saturday, March 11, 2017 @ 8:30 a.m.
Study Leader: Jenny Fuller
Hostess: Jessica Weltz
Phoebe Circle
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m.
Study Leader: Kathy Cole
Hostess: Kathy Cole
Service Project ~ Popcorn
~International Women’s Day~
Wednesday, March 8, 2017
Meeting at Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Celebrate women who make a difference
all over the world.
Women of the ELCA serves the Lenten meal.
~Daily Devotional “Daily Grace”~
Women of the ELCA website: www.womenoftheelca.org
Did you make a Lenten or Bold Women Sunday resolution
to do a daily devotion or to study the Bible more?
You can go to the free site (above) to access short daily
devotions as you wish, or subscribe for daily emails.

 Health Ministry
~Blood Pressure Screening~
March 12, 2017
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Have your blood pressure checked between services.
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 Jazz Service
As we continue to grow the new Jazz service (3rd Sunday of
the month at 10:30 a.m.) I wanted to share again these
thoughts of how this particular form of music affects our
worship life …

One of the keys to Jazz is called “improvisation.” That is the part of the

song where a soloist takes over and instead of playing the melody along
with the rest of the band creates something bold and new, a spontaneous
composition of notes and sounds that not only augments and highlights the
previous music but adds new dimension and flavor. To ears that expect
melody and nothing-but-melody, it might first come off as so much noise
and confusion, a distraction from the harmony and structure of the song.
But as you come to understand how Jazz works, you experience
improvisation as an amazing opportunity.
These moments of improvisation have the power to go deeper into the
music, to open up new ideas and break through text and tune and take the
song to whole new places, to produce strong and amazing feelings. Great
Jazz musicians don’t just teach us new songs, they teach us new things
about songs and, in the process, about ourselves.
Which I think is pretty spiritual.
In our new Jazz format for the 10:30 worship service we are going to learn
together a new way of experiencing music in church. Normally, we think
of a song as just something to sing, until the melody and lyrics are used up
and we begin another. At the Jazz service, you will watch and hear the
musicians improvising with the songs, going new places with the music,
and you are invited to go with them. You won’t have words to sing or
melody to follow. Instead, you will have time and space to let the Spirit
take you. Use those moments to reflect, to close your eyes and feel, to let
God move you to a deep and powerful place of faith. Let yourself
worship!
And worship will happen to you.

 Sun Rise Group
The Sun Rise Group will meet on March 15 at 2:00 p.m.
Come join the fun and bring a friend.
March 2017
~12~

 Food Pantry
~Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry~

We appreciate all the food and monetary donations to the pantry that you
so generously give. Would you also be willing to deliver Blessing Boxes
to those less fortunate? Blessing Boxes are available in the Narthex after
each worship service or you can ask me or Jen to get you one (or two!).
We thank you in advance!

Sue Ties & Jen Schell

~Pantry Items Needed~
Juice, peanut butter, toilet paper, boxed cereal and
canned beans—kidney, pinto and chick peas.

 Book Club
The next meeting of the Book Club will be between services

on March 5. We will be discussing "Another Brooklyn" by
Jacqueline Woodson. It is available through the Omaha Public
Library (OPL) system—I'm returning my copy today.
March is a twofer month! We will meet again March 26 for "Last Night in
the OR" by Bud Shaw—a local transplant surgeon. Again available
through the OPL system.

 SALT
~Saturday, March 25, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.~
Meet at Patriarch Distillers (Soldier Valley Spirits).
12251 Cary Circle; La Vista, NE 68128
(Near 120th and Giles.)
Tour starts at 4:30 p.m.
We may decide to go out for supper after.

~13~

 Children & Youth Ministry
~Thank You! Thank You!~

The high school and middle school youth wish to thank everyone in the

congregation and in their families for their support of our annual Chili and
Soup fundraiser. The students worked hard to gather as many donations as
possible to create some fabulous Silent Auction items. We want to thank
our cooks for creating some interesting chilies and soups for our us. We
had a lot of fun with this year’s Mardi Gras theme. Without the support of
our congregation, families, and friends many youth would not be able to
find the funds they need to participate in many life changing faith events
and journeys. Working together in community has a tremendous impact
on the faith formation of our youth and the mentors who work with them.
Thank you for your support of this vital area of our church’s ministry.

~Mission Trip 2017~
Travel Dates: July 7-14
This July High School Students will be traveling to Rapid City, South
Dakota on their mission trip. Students will be partnering with Immanuel
Lutheran in Bellevue and working with Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
Church as we as a community continue to help our neighbor in need.
~Confirmation Camp!~

It is that time of year….as we start planning our summer schedules, it is

time to sign up for camp at Carol Joy Holling! SALT offers scholarships
to all St. Matthew Youth who are interested in attending church camp. To
accept a SALT scholarship you need to register your student for camp at
the Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) website: http://
caroljoyholling.org/ A deposit will be required at the time of registration.
When you receive your registration confirmation please send a copy to
SALT. The amount of the scholarship is based on the number of
applicants and the funds available. SALT will issue a voucher that will
pay the scholarship directly to the camp. If you have questions about
SALT scholarships please contact Margie.

~Vacation Bible School 2017~
SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 26-29!!
Vacation Bible School will be an event to remember this year as we
celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. This year Vacation
Bible School will take us back to the time of the Reformation! Join us as
we spend time with Dr. Martin Luther and the reformation world.
March 2017
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 Financial Report
~January 2017~
General Fund Activity
Beginning
Balance
(1,881.56)

Receipts
19,282.51

Payments
22,171.30

Benevolence Offerings
Receipts
3,208.00

Transfers

Ending

In (Out)

Balance

13,841.56

9,071.21

Hunger Offerings

Dispersed

Receipts

2,187.00

Dispersed

119.01

0.00

 Electronic Giving
~Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving!~

Our church offers electronic giving, which allows you to make donations
on a scheduled, automatic basis. It’s very convenient for you and provides
much-needed donation consistency for our church. You will no longer
need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when
travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services,
your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an
uninterrupted basis.
To set up electronic donations, simply complete the authorization form
available at church and return it to the church office. Donations can be
debited automatically from either a checking or savings account.
For those members who use electronic giving to make their offerings to the
church, the blue cards in the pews may be put in the offering plate allowing
you to participate in the liturgy of giving.

 Coffee Mugs
Only $6 each, dishwasher safe. Pick yours up from Pastor today.
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~FAITH JOURNEY~
9:40 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.
A journey for everyone from 2—102!
Adult Program for the
Developmentally Disabled

9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

~SUNDAY COFFEE AND FELLOWSHIP~

~WORSHIP SCHEDULE~
Sunday @ 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Every Week
Nursery space available to families with
infants and toddlers during worship services.

~CONTACT INFORMATION~
Office Phone (402) 556-7030
Fax (402) 556-1344
Email: office@smlutheran.com
Web Site: www.smlutheran.com

“Empowered by God as
committed disciples, we
boldly care for and serve our
congregation, our community
and our world.”

This newsletter is now available on our church
website and is emailed to our members and
friends. To help decrease the cost of printing
and postage, please notify the church office
of your current email address. Thank you!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church
1725 S 60th Street
Omaha, NE 68106-2149

